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The best part about being
in advanced, for me, is
that I'm exposed to all
the aspects of theatre.
So even though I'm a
techie, I learn about
acting. That gives me a
greater respect for them.
Other than the booth,
just the fact that I get to
be with people that want
to be there, doing the
same thing everyone else
wants to do, is amazing!
-Garrett Martin, 10 "

"
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Thoughtful Affiliations
Juniors Nicholas Davila and Carter Wiseman play the roles of Ken and
Glen. "[Glen] was fun to play," Wiseman said. "He was really stuck up and
really self-conscious about what other people thought about his affairs."

Excellence in Action
During the production, junior Patrick Wilbanks played the part of Ernie
along with senior Emilee Earthman as Cookie. "It took me a while to gain
my own perception of the character," Wilbanks said.

In the Land of Make-Believe
Surprised by an unexpected gift, junior Ana Arthur played the role of
Claire. "The gift was Steuben glass and it was given to me by Harry and
Jones," Arthur said. "They were make-believe characters."

The Role
Taking on the comedic role of Lenny in the
B cast, junior Evan Hays talks about the
confusion of what exactly is going on at the
party. Despite being challenged with this new
character type, he felt highly rewarded with
the experience. "I guess my favorite thing
about theatre is having the freedom to create
with people who are as willing to do their part,
and are as accepting as yourself," Hays said.

DRAMA
rumors
Sophomore takes lead in Fall Show farce

"Since this was my first advanced
theatre performance, it was really
important because it definitely
helped hone my acting skills."

 An anguished cry is released
from the very depths of her soul
as she throws herself against her
husband, desperately clinging to
him.  She can no longer hold
herself together with the bitter
facade she has put on.

 "Rumors was one of my
personal best experiences,"
O'Gwin said. "When we were
practicing blocking, you could just
see the show coming together.
I will never forget the first show
night, where I got to take on this
character. There was a crazy
amount of excitement."

 She stares intently into her
crystal, forever lost in a
plaguing desire, as it captures
her undivided attention from all
else at the party. Despite her
husband telling her it is
unnecessary, that crystal is the
only thing that matters to Cassie.

 "[Cassie] was a similar role to
some of the other ones I've played
in my acting career this far,"
sophomore Ariel O'Gwin said.
"She was a very sassy, comedic,
and diva-ish young woman. To be
honest, I'm a bit of a typecast. It's
what I'm best at, and what I love
to do most. That's a pretty good
combination."

 She gracefully travels across the
stage; her mouth contorting from a
sarcastic smile to an annoyed
sneer, her eyes flashing from fury
to misery. The emotions radiating
off of her are strong and abrupt.

 "At first, I didn't think I would
get a part because I was new to
advanced, but I ended up getting a
main role," O'Gwin said.

Photos by Austin Graham

Story by Megan Marshall
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SUNSETS & SERVES
In the early evening, the setting 
sun casts a warm glow on the 
school’s tennis courts. Senior 
tennis player Bryson King often 
played on the school’s courts 
during the  summer months and 
noticed the potential picture. “It’s 
fun to see myself progress and 
see that all the hard work pays 
off,” King said. “I was practicing 
outside of school with my friend 
and the sun was setting and I 
thought it looked cool.” 
photo by Bryson King

IN THE BIG APPLE
In the middle of Times Square, 
senior Thomas Glenn stops for a 
quick photo of the famous set-
ting. Glenn visited New York State 
for two weeks to visit family and 
see NYC. His trip, which was the 
first time he’d been to the city, in-
cluded trips to the 9/11 Memorial, 
the Statue of Liberty and the Met. 
“It was really cool seeing all the 
different cultures and people in 
one city,” Glenn said. “It was great 
seeing my family.” 
photo by Lisa Glenn

summer selfies
1. Janice McLaughlin 
2. Daniella Tarango & 
Ana Silverio 3. Emily 
Schaible, Bethany Hill, 
Brittney Martin, Taylor 
Douthitt & Brooke 
Templeton 4. Rika 
Kocek & Charlotte 
Wilson 5. Garrett Bruce 
& Kyle Sanderson

6. Josiah Bonner 
7. Joanna Galaviz, 
Serenity Gonzalez, 
Hallie Schwab & 
Arielle Toney 8. Brock 
Youngblood 9. Madison 
Turquette 10. Rachel 
Firkins, Katie Wiesolek, 
Angelica Culver & 
Marissa Sanchez

11. Sara McCarley & 
Morgan Macias 12. 
Ben Escobar, Carter 
McMahan, Nick Hempel, 
Bryan Gregory, Bryce 
Ward, Hayden Thomas 
& Blake Smith 13. 
Becca Neilson 14. 
Andrew Horne & Megan 
Gripentrog 15. Grant 
Haden

“What do grapes have to do with grapefruit?” 
-Daniel Hafner, 12

“I shouldn’t have ever done ACC or Pre-AP.” 
-Brandon Raymer, 12

“Katy Perry is great.” 
-Hunter Nelson, 10

“I don’t want to be known as someone who works at McDonald’s.” 
-Bekah Tuckner, 10

Weston Beckham

Sydney Norris,         Weston Beckham & Logan Fish

Traffic jam. 
Incoming 
freshmen 

anxiously peered out 
the car windows at 
the upperclassmen in 
green shirts. Nerves 
ran high as they 
arrived to Grizzly 
Retreat on August 6.

The door barely 
opens before they are 

pulled from their cars. 
Freshman Jordan Stradal remembers hearing car horns honk as 
she was pulled into a cheering crowd.

“It was a lot of fun. It was really exciting actually,” Stradal said.
Some already had friends who were also going to Granite Bay, 

but there were many new people to meet.
“I liked interacting with the older classmen,” Stradal said. 

“They were really welcoming.”
“They showed us around the campus which was really good 

because I was lost.  It’s a lot bigger than it seems.”
The large group of freshmen was broken into small groups and 

looked inside classrooms, viewed the football field, and toured the 
office.

The day ended with a dance late in the evening. A lot of people 
were nervous about starting high school.

“Grizzly Retreat made it a lot better. If I didn’t go to Grizzly 
Retreat, I probably would have been a lot more nervous. It helped a 
lot,” Stradal said.

Nothing says high school like a little bit of humiliation. All 
groups of freshmen were adorned in costumes designed by 
the upperclassmen. 

“I had to put on a cardboard Oreo,” Jake McKillop said. “I broke 
it every time I tried to walk through a doorway.”

A costume contest was held in the middle of the day in the gym. 
The winners were dressed as large cups of coffee led by juniors 
Lexi Hazelett and Summer Dougan.

“The dance at the end was definitely the best part,” McKillop 
said.

At the end of the day, the freshmen gathered in the quad to 
listen to music and dance. Strobe lights got brighter as the day 
became darker. An inflatable donut was tossed over the heads of 
the crowd.

“It was impressive,” McKillop said. “It wasn’t like a junior high 
dance.”

The campus was new to some, but not to everyone. Gregory 
Gallegos had been to the school on different occasions. 

“I played a lot of sports and both my brother and sister 
have gone to this school,” Gallegos said. “I had been on this campus 
a lot.”

Although he was familiar with the campus, the tour was still 
helpful. 

“It was surprising how big the campus was,” Gallegos said.
“I wasn’t really nervous because all of my friends are going 

here,” Gallegos said
Even though many were already excited for the first day of 

their high school experience, the retreat made them feel even more 
confident.

Story by Emma McCann

Between You
Students explain why Grizzly Retreat was an eye-opening experience

Freshman Jordan Stradal unties a human knot
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What was Grizzly Retreat like?
“I was a Grizzly Retreat leader. We 

helped the incoming freshmen by 
getting them some connections on 

campus and introducing them to 
high school in an easier way than 

just starting school without any prior 
introduction.” 

Chris Harris ’17
Link Crew Leader

“Grizzly Retreat was interesting to 
say the least. I know all the people 
went to a lot of work to make it 
entertaining and I suppose it was a 
lot more entertaining than a normal 
school orientation would be.”
Nick Bose ’19

In other 
Words

Your

1 3

2

Michaela Wentz ( 16) &
Cara Murdock ( 16)

Jack Duggan ('18) Robert Schoenecker ('18) Lucia Erickson ( 18) &
Shannon Kuster ( 18)

Rosemary Gentile ('18)

is it payday yet?
tudents participated in other things than
just school activities. A lot of students
had jobs. For example they could be

working at a place like Caribou Coffee or they
could be aspiring to be something they want
to continue to do in the future. One specific
student who was aspiring to be something he
wants to continue in the future was Casey
Swanson ( 16). Casey was a YouTuber. I have
a channel called FaZe Swan. I make videos
about gaming and the fun things that I do with
my friends," Casey said. Casey first got into
YouTube to make videos about his life. I
wanted to document parts of my life and be
able to watch them later on and reminisce,"
Casey said. He now spends up to 35 hours a
week working on his videos.  Macie Varner
( 17) is a assistant teacher for a program called
Just for Kicks. I help them with their routines
and make sure they have fun," Macie said.

Students work variety of jobs

8

Jobs by Theresa Tebon

I save most of my
paycheck but if I don't
I spend it on clothes,"

Goodness
Akindemowo ( 18)

said.

25
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I work at Eddie
Bauer, and I put

most of my
paycheck in my
savings," Wyatt

Koehler ( 16) said.

I work at the
General Store
and I save my

paycheck,"
Melissa Gross

( 16) said.

I work at Subway
and I spend most
of it and save the

rest of it," Kyle
Reynolds ( 16)

said.

I work at Caribou
and I save some
of my paycheck

and spend some
of it," Amanda
Zacharias ( 17)

said.

spend
it orsave

it ?

8 V L O G T I M E Casey Swanson ('16) makes a
vlogging video for his YouTube channel. Casey vlogged
almost every week to give his subscribers a feel of what
his daily life was like.

Cody Thies ('18)Josh Galbreath ( 18) &
Blake Dickson ( 18)

Abby Schindel ('19), &
Chloe Rubinger ('19)

NINA & STULTZ FASHION•
26

“Fashion has been 
important to me all 
my life. I used to play 
dress up every day 
and shop all the time 
with my family, ” Carly 
Denessen said.
    Denessen has a 
passion for style.  To 
her, it’s more than the 
clothes you wear, it’s 
who you are.  
   “People can tell so 
much about you just 
from how you dress, 
and if you’re going to 
wear it, you gotta rock 

““
““

To me, 
fashion is 
how I show 
my creative 
side and 
express who 
I am.

CAR LY  DE N ESS E N

your stuffstrut

it,” she said.
   Denessen spends 
time picking out her 
ensemble because it’s 
something she enjoys.  
   “I pick out my outfits 
the night before, and if 
I’ve been thinking I want 
to wear something for a 
while, I’ll try to plan an 
outfit incorporating that 
piece,” she said.
With social media 
readily availble as 
incentive, influence is 
everywhere.
  “I get most of my 

fashion inspiration 
from Tumblr and 
fashion blogs.”
   For Denessen, 
her style is more 
than just a way to 
express herself,  
she hopes to start 
a career in fashion 
merchandising.  She 
already has a jump 
start on her career 
by volunteering as a 
fashion ambassador 
for Nordstrom.
   By EmilyNina & 
CheyenneStultz

“I’d say Luke Martin because he 
just looks fine every single day 
and his personality even has 
style.”
-RileyDuke

“Jaimie Olson has the best style because she never 
fails to disappoint me with her outfits.”
-MadelinePervier

“I’d say Liam Haff. His outfits 
are always put together and 
he has the coolest socks!”
-ElizabethRodriguez

“I love Rajina Dusara’s style! 
She knows exactly how to pair 
unique items together!”
-ElyseBeranbaum

“Isabelle Ivankovich always dresses 
really cute and her hair seems to 
always be perfect.”
-MariannaSanchez

“Anthony Korner is 
most fashionable 
because he is like 
Versace status.”
-AlexMay

“JJ Dusin because 
whatever he 
wears works on all 
levels with 
his hair.”
-JoshQuiring

whose STYLE makes you SMILE?

“There’s too many 
to choose from! 
I’d have to say 
Samantha Olsen, 
I’ve never seen her 
look bad, like ever.”
-MayaMcFadden

All photos by CheyenneStultz & EmilyNina

There'smore?
Get more facts, figures, opinions and personalities in your 
book. Cover more students. Tell more stories. Provide 
more information. Creative yearbook staffs do all of this by 
adding secondary coverage modules to their spreads.

Plan for BIG coverage
in a small space
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SUNSETS & SERVES
In the early evening, the setting 
sun casts a warm glow on the 
school’s tennis courts. Senior 
tennis player Bryson King often 
played on the school’s courts 
during the  summer months and 
noticed the potential picture. “It’s 
fun to see myself progress and 
see that all the hard work pays 
off,” King said. “I was practicing 
outside of school with my friend 
and the sun was setting and I 
thought it looked cool.” 
photo by Bryson King

IN THE BIG APPLE
In the middle of Times Square, 
senior Thomas Glenn stops for a 
quick photo of the famous set-
ting. Glenn visited New York State 
for two weeks to visit family and 
see NYC. His trip, which was the 
first time he’d been to the city, in-
cluded trips to the 9/11 Memorial, 
the Statue of Liberty and the Met. 
“It was really cool seeing all the 
different cultures and people in 
one city,” Glenn said. “It was great 
seeing my family.” 
photo by Lisa Glenn

summer selfies
1. Janice McLaughlin 
2. Daniella Tarango & 
Ana Silverio 3. Emily 
Schaible, Bethany Hill, 
Brittney Martin, Taylor 
Douthitt & Brooke 
Templeton 4. Rika 
Kocek & Charlotte 
Wilson 5. Garrett Bruce 
& Kyle Sanderson

6. Josiah Bonner 
7. Joanna Galaviz, 
Serenity Gonzalez, 
Hallie Schwab & 
Arielle Toney 8. Brock 
Youngblood 9. Madison 
Turquette 10. Rachel 
Firkins, Katie Wiesolek, 
Angelica Culver & 
Marissa Sanchez

11. Sara McCarley & 
Morgan Macias 12. 
Ben Escobar, Carter 
McMahan, Nick Hempel, 
Bryan Gregory, Bryce 
Ward, Hayden Thomas 
& Blake Smith 13. 
Becca Neilson 14. 
Andrew Horne & Megan 
Gripentrog 15. Grant 
Haden

“What do grapes have to do with grapefruit?” 
-Daniel Hafner, 12

“I shouldn’t have ever done ACC or Pre-AP.” 
-Brandon Raymer, 12

“Katy Perry is great.” 
-Hunter Nelson, 10

“I don’t want to be known as someone who works at McDonald’s.” 
-Bekah Tuckner, 10

Weston Beckham

Sydney Norris,         Weston Beckham & Logan Fish

INSTANT DECISIONS

ELMER LOPEZ
AVERY TUMBLESON

DAVID SARACHO

TYTIANA 
MADISON

SHAYAN 
SABAHI

EMANNI
EVERSON

DANA SHAY

SAM ONCKEN
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lookin' for a repeat

spring 2015 highlights
last weeks of school keep Vipers busy

APRIL
17

Relay for Life raises $35,000 for cancer  
"It was really cool getting to play my guitar at 

Relay for Life with all of my friends in the 
audience."
Samantha Skavdahl, 12

APRIL
21

April
22-25

April 
25

May 
16

Robotics takes 2 teams to worlds competition
"Not only did I get to miss a whole week 
of school to go to the world competition, 
but I got to compete with teams from all 
around the world."
Linnea May, 11

Prom takes over Bullock Texas State 
History Museum
"The poker tables looked like so 
much fun because people were 
getting so into it. I spent most 
of my time dancing with my 
friends."
Aeysha Kaeley, 12

Lone Star Cup proves VHS is the best 
5A school in the state 
"If students are connected to 
extracurricular activities, they 
will be more successful in school.  
The high expectations set by 
directors, teachers and coaches 
transfers to academic success."
Charlie Little, Principal 

Memorial Day Floods 
bring much needed rain, but at a cost 
"I was concerned for the 
people directly affected by 
the floods but I knew we 
needed the rain to fill up 
the lake." 
Lauren McCarthy, 11

May
20

May
25

June
1

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS Senior Paxton Segina gets the girls pumped up as they prepare 
to take on the senior girls in a game of flag football for the powder puff game. Powderpuff 
is an annual spring tradition where the senior girls play the junior girls and are coached 
by classmates on the varsity football team. "I really liked the competeiveness of the game 
with the seniors and getting to play with my friends," senior Juliana Desouza said. Staff 
photo READY SET HUT At practice preparing for the powderpuff game seniors Olivia Russell, 
Riley Phillips, Patricia Chesnutt and Savannah Andres learn different football plays for the 
game. Their coaches taught the girls the rules and strategies of football. "It was fun beating 
the seniors because the juniors had never won before. Learning football from all of our guy 
friends was funny," Phillips said. Katie Grace photo CATCH ME IF YOU CAN Running back, 
senior Peyton Jones, takes the ball up the field during the powderpuff game. The juniors 
beat the seniors for the first time in school history. "We worked really hard in practice and 
the coaches helped us understand football so we won," Jones said. Staff photo

Powderpuff Football

"My favorite memory 
from softball last 
season was when 
the team got together 
for dinner after the 
game."
Savannah Held, 11

Legacies Spring Show sells out every show
"My favorite part about the spring show 
is getting to come together and show 
the community what we've been working on 
all year."
Corinne Digiaimo, 12

Valor Day honors the life of  1st Lt. Matthew Vandegrift
"Valor Day is where we reflect on what our 
namesake means to our school.  It’s a chance 
for our incoming ninth graders to know what it 
means to go to Vandegrift and a chance for our 
upperclassmen to remember."
Drew Sanders, Athletic Coordinator

honors the life of  1st Lt. Matthew Vandegrift

namesake means to our school.  It’s a chance 
for our incoming ninth graders to know what it 
means to go to Vandegrift and a chance for our 

Viper Camp introduces incoming freshman to VHS 
"In middle school no one  
has school spirit  
but in high school it's  cool  
to have school spirit and 
everyone's more 
excited."
Kristen Oertli, 9

Traffic jam. 
Incoming 
freshmen 

anxiously peered out 
the car windows at 
the upperclassmen in 
green shirts. Nerves 
ran high as they 
arrived to Grizzly 
Retreat on August 6.

The door barely 
opens before they are 

pulled from their cars. 
Freshman Jordan Stradal remembers hearing car horns honk as 
she was pulled into a cheering crowd.

“It was a lot of fun. It was really exciting actually,” Stradal said.
Some already had friends who were also going to Granite Bay, 

but there were many new people to meet.
“I liked interacting with the older classmen,” Stradal said. 

“They were really welcoming.”
“They showed us around the campus which was really good 

because I was lost.  It’s a lot bigger than it seems.”
The large group of freshmen was broken into small groups and 

looked inside classrooms, viewed the football field, and toured the 
office.

The day ended with a dance late in the evening. A lot of people 
were nervous about starting high school.

“Grizzly Retreat made it a lot better. If I didn’t go to Grizzly 
Retreat, I probably would have been a lot more nervous. It helped a 
lot,” Stradal said.

Nothing says high school like a little bit of humiliation. All 
groups of freshmen were adorned in costumes designed by 
the upperclassmen. 

“I had to put on a cardboard Oreo,” Jake McKillop said. “I broke 
it every time I tried to walk through a doorway.”

A costume contest was held in the middle of the day in the gym. 
The winners were dressed as large cups of coffee led by juniors 
Lexi Hazelett and Summer Dougan.

“The dance at the end was definitely the best part,” McKillop 
said.

At the end of the day, the freshmen gathered in the quad to 
listen to music and dance. Strobe lights got brighter as the day 
became darker. An inflatable donut was tossed over the heads of 
the crowd.

“It was impressive,” McKillop said. “It wasn’t like a junior high 
dance.”

The campus was new to some, but not to everyone. Gregory 
Gallegos had been to the school on different occasions. 

“I played a lot of sports and both my brother and sister 
have gone to this school,” Gallegos said. “I had been on this campus 
a lot.”

Although he was familiar with the campus, the tour was still 
helpful. 

“It was surprising how big the campus was,” Gallegos said.
“I wasn’t really nervous because all of my friends are going 

here,” Gallegos said
Even though many were already excited for the first day of 

their high school experience, the retreat made them feel even more 
confident.

Story by Emma McCann

Between You
Students explain why Grizzly Retreat was an eye-opening experience

Freshman Jordan Stradal unties a human knot
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What was Grizzly Retreat like?
“I was a Grizzly Retreat leader. We 

helped the incoming freshmen by 
getting them some connections on 

campus and introducing them to 
high school in an easier way than 

just starting school without any prior 
introduction.” 

Chris Harris ’17
Link Crew Leader

“Grizzly Retreat was interesting to 
say the least. I know all the people 
went to a lot of work to make it 
entertaining and I suppose it was a 
lot more entertaining than a normal 
school orientation would be.”
Nick Bose ’19

In other 
Words

Your

1 3

2

6 People - Summer

Connor Arroyo, Charles Arroyo, Taylor Becklein, Alan 
Becklein, Terri Becklein, Theresa Becklein, Casey Chau-
doin, Stephanie Freng, Abigail Fenton, William Grigsby,  
April McClintock, James McClintock, Abbee McCoy, 
Brighton Meeks, Amy Meeks, Kate Pabst, Janea Pabst, 
Gervin Sánchez, Trinity Sciannella, and TJ Williams, 
Miles Richardson, Ira Williams.

   Staycation or vacation? No 
matter which they were able to 
do, students enjoyed their sum-
mer break. 
   Madi Pearcy (8) traveled to Las 
Vegas, New Mexico and went 
hiking through the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains. 
   "I love hiking because I get to 
see the beauty of nature without 
distractions," she said.    Sabrina 
Deaver (7) got the best of both 
worlds. 
   "I went to Kansas to visit my 
family. After that I just stayed 
home...I don't really do anything 
fancy over the summer just 
because it's my time off," said 
Deaver. 
   Other people enjoyed time 
with loved ones. 
   "I spent a lot of time with my 
friends and family," Taye Jackson 
(6) said. "The best part was being 
outside with them and having a 
good time." 

“I went to 
L.A and 
just hung 
out there, 
and in 
Florida we 
went to the 
beach.”
-Anna 
Trotter (7)

Costa Rica TripFill in the Fun
  Last summer I __________________________,

and I went  to ____________________________                               
with  __________________________________.
   My most memorable moment was _________
______________________________________  
because I got to _______________________ 
and ___________________________________.
   The worst was when _____________________ 
happened at ___________________________.

1

  This summer, students traveled 
to Costa Rica with Señor Sán-
chez and Señor Mac to enjoy the 
country's culture. 
  During the trip, the kids kay-

aked on Lake Arenal, visited a 
local school, and got to see Poás 
Volcano. 
  "It was a wonderful trip! The 

best part for me is to see the 
kids, our RMS students, having 
such an amazing and beautiful 
experience with the kids from 
Costa Rica when we visit the 
school and we hand them our 
donations," said Señor Sánchez.  
"It is like Costa Ricans call it: 'Pura 
Vida' meaning life is pure, or 
everything is about life!"

Timesummer
Michaela Wentz ( 16) &
Cara Murdock ( 16)

Jack Duggan ('18) Robert Schoenecker ('18) Lucia Erickson ( 18) &
Shannon Kuster ( 18)

Rosemary Gentile ('18)

is it payday yet?
tudents participated in other things than
just school activities. A lot of students
had jobs. For example they could be

working at a place like Caribou Coffee or they
could be aspiring to be something they want
to continue to do in the future. One specific
student who was aspiring to be something he
wants to continue in the future was Casey
Swanson ( 16). Casey was a YouTuber. I have
a channel called FaZe Swan. I make videos
about gaming and the fun things that I do with
my friends," Casey said. Casey first got into
YouTube to make videos about his life. I
wanted to document parts of my life and be
able to watch them later on and reminisce,"
Casey said. He now spends up to 35 hours a
week working on his videos.  Macie Varner
( 17) is a assistant teacher for a program called
Just for Kicks. I help them with their routines
and make sure they have fun," Macie said.

Students work variety of jobs

8

Jobs by Theresa Tebon

I save most of my
paycheck but if I don't
I spend it on clothes,"

Goodness
Akindemowo ( 18)

said.
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I work at Eddie
Bauer, and I put

most of my
paycheck in my
savings," Wyatt

Koehler ( 16) said.

I work at the
General Store
and I save my

paycheck,"
Melissa Gross

( 16) said.

I work at Subway
and I spend most
of it and save the

rest of it," Kyle
Reynolds ( 16)

said.

I work at Caribou
and I save some
of my paycheck

and spend some
of it," Amanda
Zacharias ( 17)

said.

spend
it orsave

it ?

8 V L O G T I M E Casey Swanson ('16) makes a
vlogging video for his YouTube channel. Casey vlogged
almost every week to give his subscribers a feel of what
his daily life was like.

Cody Thies ('18)Josh Galbreath ( 18) &
Blake Dickson ( 18)

Abby Schindel ('19), &
Chloe Rubinger ('19)
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IT’S ALL TECHNIQUE
Art Appreciation Club takes a 
break from observing the work of 
professionals to make art of their 
own. The club practiced painting 
techniques with both acrylics and 
watercolor.

photos by E. Guerra

No Limits “One thing that really bothers an artist is being 
restricted, and being constricted to rules. This 
is just one of those things that you can really 
be yourself and allow yourself to succeed in 
something that you’re good in.” 

“The freedom is really one of the best 
things. It really helps me get a grasp 
of how much stuff is really out there 
for me to explore.” 

In the IB art classes, students are able to experiment and 
create their own curriculum with the help of the visual 
arts journal and an unrestricted program.
by Nikki Tran

DRAWN OUT
Visual arts journals 
are the IB art student’s 
form of research, 
experimentation and 
learning through their 
own method that helps 
them grow as a person 
and as an artist. Mason Polani (12)

SPLASH OF COLOR
Brandishing brushes, Art Appreciation Club members improve 
their skills with watercolors and acrylics.

GEORGE MAKARY (11) EVAN MORRIS (12)

IB art students show off their 
journals by Sam Rabino
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Break
“In business, communication is 

really important, so you can kind of 
clarify what the person asking for 
the product needs. You need to make 
sure to meet those requirements 
really well and also just do what 
you love,” Bell said. “As long as 
you’re doing it that way, it doesn’t 
matter how much money you make 
because you’re having fun.”

The job was a golden opportunity 
for Bell, who has had an interest 
in computer science since his 
childhood.

“When I was a kid, I honestly 
just wanted to make video games, 
but then I realized, maybe not,” Bell 
said. “Maybe I should do something 
that can help people make their lives 
easier.”

Cara Dolbear '17

"

"

"

"

WHAT ARE THE
Benefits

?OF Holiday
Break

Whatwas your
favorite

HOLIDAY FOOD?

HOT
 CHOCOLATE

COOKIES CHOCOLATE CAKE COFFEE CANDY
CANES

EGGNOG GINGER
-BREAD

18.4%
16.8% 13.4% 11.3% 8.1%

3.7%
3.4%

2.9%

Alex Wang '16

AUSTIN
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NY

 STAYED HOME31%
BONDED WITH 
FRIENDS OR FAMILY

29% 

TRAVELLED FOR 
VACATION

24%

ATTENDED A LOCAL 
ATTRACTION

11%

WENT SKIING5%

Over The 
Break,
STUDENTS 
PR IMAR ILY. . .

sleep
family.

nice time
catch up

It's a
to on

spend time
with

and

WINTER 
BREAK is fun.

SCHOOL DAY

your time.

without having the 

take up the majority of 

Friends       

IT'S NICE
TO BE ABLE TO

spend time with
ANDFamily 

B E K O NA D WR OF
incredible 
moments

What was your most 
memorable experience

in Partners In? 

Smiling faces

“My most 
memorable moment 
would just be being 

around others 
in the class. You 
watch everyone 

grow and you 
watch personalities 

develop.”

Rachel Jusko, 12

A special
 greeting

“Everyday when 
I would walk into 

class, Amy, my 
partner, would 

always greet me 
with a smile, hug me 

and show me the 
cute shoes her mom 

bought her.”

Amanda Haddock, 11

The first time
we met

“The first time we 
met our partners, 
we couldn’t stop 

smiling and giggling. 
They were so 

excited.”

Hannah Beck, 10

learning from each other

SAT

“I’m not one of those people who take the SAT once as practice and 
take it again for real. I’d rather take it once and get it over with.”

Answers:  :1 Darren Rushing 2: Katie Dougharty 3: Annette Parkhurst 4: Kristin Stone 5: Angela Stith 6: Barbara Ixba

Daja Davis 12
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THE PROJECTOR
CRISIS

At the beginning 
of the semester, 
33 classrooms and 
27 teachers were 
without a working 
digital projector. 
Only 10 projectors 
were available to 
check out on a 
rotating basis.

When teachers 
returned to campus 
on Aug. 17, several 
discovered the 
broken equipment. 
They had to either 
find an alternative 
solution or go 
without necessary 

technology in the 
classroom.

“A lightning strike 
of some sort surged, 
and that’s what broke 
them all,” assistant 
principal Bryon 
Ellison said. “That 
was the technology 
department’s best 
guess.”

The 
manufacturing 
company, Extron 
PoleVault, repaired 
the damaged 
projectors. The first 
wave of projectors 
arrived at the school 

on Oct. 2, and the 
rest arrived later on 
Oct. 12.

“I’ll get creative 
and show a video 
in the lecture hall,” 
English teacher 
Sarah Martin said. 
“I’ve worked around 
not having it, but 
I can’t show them 
what to click and do; 
it makes laptops a 
little challenging. I’ve 
found a groove using 
the old projectors. 
It’s a luxury we 
forgot we have.” 
Story by Brandon Hicks

Teachers begin 
year without 

projectors, find 
alternative 

methods

CLASSROOMS

TEACHERS

PROJECTORS 
FOR CHECK OUT

33
27
10

Sarah Martin English II Photo by William Holditch

Have you seen these items in a 
classroom or on a desk? Match 
the object with its owner.

Barbara Ixba 
Speech/Debate

Angela Stith 
AP Assistant

Darren Rushing 
History

Annette Parkhurst
English II

Kristin Stone 
World History

Katie Dougharty 
Photography

3

6

World History Photography

3333333333333333333333333

666666666666666666666666

History English II

“He’s the 
inspiration to AP 
Psych students to 
help them figure 
out the answers. 
I had a student 
who tried to 
sneak it into the 
AP exam.”

“Mrs. Duncan 
gave it to me 
because she 
thought I’d like 
it. I’ve never seen 
a tape dispenser 
like it. It suits me 
perfectly.”

“I got this one 
because it was 
unique and made 
me smile. It’s fun 
when students 
give me flamingos. 
It shows who they 
are and how they 
see me.”

“I like Putin 
because he’s the 
most powerful 
man in the world 
when you think 
about it, and you 
always have to go 
for the bad boy.”

“I told my 
students I was 
tired of seeing 
their phones, 
so I brought 
my old one and 
mangled it. My 
classes started a 
collection.”

“I like fish, and 
the idea of being 
able to have a pet 
at work and on 
my desk. It makes 
people happy, 
and they’re low 
maintenance.”

MATCH
MAKE YOUR

Front Row: Don Hisle, Board Member; Grace S. Barber-Jordan, 
M.Ed., Board Secretary; Pamela Waggoner, Board Vice President; 
and Trish Bode, Board Member Back Row: Bret A. Champion, Ed.D., 
Superintendent; Will Streit, Board President; Aaron Johnson, Board 
Member; and Russell Bundy, Board Member

LISD SCHOOL BOARD

Renovate

Take a Hike

THE 

I SEE IT
WAY

Teachers 
pursue 

interests, 
activities 

outside of 
classroom

“I’m an avid hiker and 
enjoy hiking with my 
sons the most. My most 
memorable trip was 
hiking up the tallest 
peak in Texas. It’s a total 
eight-mile hike, and we 
did it in four hours and 18 
minutes.”

“My husband is the 
contractor, and I’m 
basically the hired help. 
I found a picture of a 
fireplace with a wood 
facade online and said, 
‘Make me this.’ He did most 
of the work, but he still 
needed my guidance.”

Deanna Hendricks 

            William Johnson

‘Make me this.’ He did most 

Hendricks 

Take a Hike

Teachers 
pursue 

interests, 
activities 

outside of 
classroom

needed my guidance.”
Deanna 

21
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making meaning in chemistry classes 

SCORCHING SCIENCE
 1. In Mr. Blumberg’s Chemistry class Sept. 10, Evangelia 
Demos ’17 looks through a cobalt glass to see what color 
the fire has turned. “The lab was cool because all the 
different colors the flame turned,” Demos said. 
2. Sept. 11 Matthew Pearson '17 works on his displacement 
calculations in Mr. Ferguson honors chemistry class.
3. Weston Zblyski '17 and Ngwena Mancho '18 hold a 
bananna over flames and observe the color, Sept. 10.
4. Saket Merredy '18 tests his displacement calculations 
to see if he could make the object with sand float to the 
surface, Sept. 11. "The best part of Chemistry is my 
teacher, Ferg. I enjoy trying to solve his lectures like a 
puzzle," Merredy said. 
5. Sept. 10, Evangelia Demos '17 and Rach '17 test an 
emement in fire to see what color it will turn, the colors 
ranged from purple to red. 
6. Cayden Bro '17 and William McKinnon '17 perform a 
density experiment for AP Chemistry, Sept. 11. 

S E P T E M B E R  -  S C I E N C E  |  0 2 9

U WHAT 
MUSIC 

DO YOU 
LISTEN 

TO?

“My favorite song is 
Old Money by Lana 
Del Rey. When I just 
want to chill out and 

listen to music I listen 
to Lana Del Rey," 

Trent Writer '19 said. 

“One of my favorite 
music artists is Fetty 

Wap. His music is good 
to just hang out to. 679 
is my favorite song by 
him, it’s really catchy,” 
Olivia Borini '19 said. 

"I listen to Fetty Wap 
a lot and my favorite 
song of his is 679. If 

he came to Colorado, I 
would immediately buy 
a ticket and go see him 

live,” Brody Loughlin 
'19 said. 

“I listen to Drake a lot. 
But I wouldn’t be able 

to name a favorite song, 
I guess I just like them 
all. I think it would be 
really cool to see him 

in concert,” Taylor 
Chadwick '19 said. 

SEPTEMBER'S SCHOOL SHENANIGANS
1. “I started choir in fourth grade and have been doing it ever since. I think choir is great and I’ve met so 
many people through it, they are all so welcoming," Talie Stowell ‘16 said.
2. "As much as I hate to say it, homework helps me learn," Brittney Hutchison '19 said. 
3. "I didn’t expect anyone to ask me, and when two guys asked me at the same time, I was shocked and 
didn’t know who to say yes to,” Natalie Loebach ‘19 said.
4. "We painted our faces, wore colored beads, and wore a school jersey. It was a blast to hang out with 
friends, watch the football game against Castle View High School and get in the school spirit,” Karley Guest 
'18 said. K H
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students immerse themselves in school and show spirit

5

43
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cont'd.

discovering fun 
with friends at 
Homecoming 

SUPER MARIO  
MEMORIES

1. SAVE THE BEST FOR THE LAST Colton 
Teets '16 and Lauren Castanon '16 smile 
for their Homeoming pictures together 
before heading off to dinner and dancing 
Sept. 19. "This is our third Homecoming 
together," Castanon '16 said, "we saved the 
best for last." 
2. CROWNING ROYALTY Chloe Snyder 
'19 and Jack Thompson '19 receive their 
Homecoming royalty sashes and crowns Sept. 
18 at the Homecoming football game at Shea 
Stadium. "It was awesome to be Homecoming 
royalty my freshman year with Chloe. I'm 
looking forward to the dance," Thompson 
'19 said.
3. HOMECOMING HIGH FLYER Stunting 
with her cheer group, Halie Balman '16 soars 
through the air during the Homecoming 
assembly on Sept. 18. "This is my last year 
of cheer and my last year of Homecoming, so 
it's all bittersweet," Balman '16 said.
4. A QUICK SPRITZ OF SCENT Sept. 19, An-
nie Thulin '18 applies perfume while getting 
ready with her friends at Kelsey Strawn's '18 
house.  "Getting ready together with friends 
is so much more fun than getting ready on 
your own," Thulin '18 said.
5. TOGETHER FROM BEGINNING TO END 
Posing in front of their party bus, a group of 
juniors gets ready to kick off Super Mario 
Homecoming night. "I went to Homeconing 
with a group of friends and we all went to 
dinner together and then we went to the 
dance," Erin Bransom '17 said. "We weren't 
planning on staying the whole time but we 
ended up staying until the end because it was 
so fun dancing and singing to all of the songs 
with my friends." 

DJ VIDA
'16

Going to dinner with a 
group is always my favorite 

part, it was a great last 
Homecoming.

U
WHAT DID 
YOU DO 

INSTEAD OF 
THE DANCE? 

"My friends 
and I went to a 
party and had 

a fun night just 
hanging out," 
Diego Daboub 

'16 said.

“I had two games and one 
practice over Homecoming 

weekend, so I wasn’t able to go 
to the dance," Jacob Buras ‘18 

said. "My team lost the first game 
1-8, but we won the second game 

5-2 against Arapahoe Sunday. 
We went out for dinner after the 

games to celebrate.” 

"I wasn't able to go to the dance 
because I had an oppurtunity to 
intern for nursing at Mizzou that 
weekend," Maggie Zeh '19 said. 
"I was sad I missed out on the 

dance but my first Homecoming 
week was amazing," 

"My friends and 
I went to Skate 
City and Dairy 

Queen for 
Homecoming," 

Brooklyn 
Murphy '17 

said.

SPIRIT FOR DAYS
1. After the varsity soccer game 
Sept. 15, Ian Griffin '17 asks Chloe 
Maciolek '17 to be his dance date. 
2. Seniors Lauren Shepherd, 
Lauren Fultz and Lyssa Haynie 
toss candy during the Homecom-
ing parade Sept. 17.
3. Sept. 17, the Fire Science 
students light the annual bonfire. 
"This is my first year in Fire 
Science and it was so cool to be a 
part of it," Tyler Amfahr '16 said.
4. Emily Novotny '16 and Hunter 
Hammond '16 compete in the 
egg balancing challenge between 
the sports captains during the 
Homecoming assembly, Sept. 18.

CANYON CRAZIES CELEBRATE
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THE MORE THE MERRIER 
A group of senior girls gather to take 

Homecoming pictures, Sept. 19. "Having 
a big group is so much more fun because 

you get to be with all of your friends for 
your last Homecoming together," Grace 

Myers '16 said.

CA
KE

“I prefer cake. I really like icing, so that’s a huge factor. Red Velvet 
has got to be my favorite. It’s always at parties, so I get it more.”
Arthur Odlum 11

Karyss Celia 11
Naz Ceylan 9
Nil Ceylan 9

Yash Chacharkar 11
Nicole Chambers 10

Anissa Chan 11
Lucas Chance 9

Preston Chandler 10
Andrew Chapa 10
Kristian Chapa 9

Elleah Chapa-Washington 9
Harold Chapman 11

Joey Chapman 11
Laney Chapman 9

Zachary Chapman 9
Jalen Charnas 9

Andrew Chase 9
Carson Chauvin 10

Damian Chavez 9
Gabriela Chavez 9

Mya Chavez 11

Maximas Chbaro 9
Nachite-Taimok Checatahwaiuwh 11

Berkeley Checketts 11
Brooke Checketts 10

Zara Cheema 9
Eric Chen 10

Kaitlyn Chenoweth 9

Thaddeus Cherry 9
Harrison Childre 10

Kate Childre 9
Emily Childress 10

Christine Chohrach 10
Jeeyeon Choi 11
Soo Jee Choi 10

Jens Christensen 9
Cassie Christian 11

Brooklynn Cieslar 9
Lassana Cissoko 9

Andrew Clardy 9
Cooper Clark 10

Elijah Clark 11

Reid Clark 9
Valerie Clark 9

Weston Clark 10
Montana Clark-Wyatt 11

Alena Clavijo 10
Erin Clawson 9

Andrew Cliffel 9

Abigail Coats 11
Elyana Cochran 10

Christian Cochrun 9
Allison Cockerill 10

Logan Cogswell 9
Ayar Cohaila 9
Qori Cohaila 11

Eross Coito-Paz 9
Sherezade Coito-Paz 10

Greg Cole 9
Zarek Cole 10

Meghan Coleman 10
Tabitha Collard 9

Liam Collins 10

There'smore.
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"I like my Air Maxes because they are 
comfortable to walk around in during 
school. I also like them because 
everyone has them in different 
colors and styles. They come in 
handy whenever I'm in a rush 
because they are easy to throw on 
quickly." Remi Greenwood • 10

"I love slip on Vans because they 
are quick and easy and go with 
everything. They are really fun and 
different, so it changes my outfits 
up a bit. You can dress them up, 
or dress them down, just whatever 
you are feeling." McKinley Yanke • 12

"I love New Balances because 
they are super cute but casual 
at the same time. They can go 
with almost any outfit and come 
in different styles and colors. Not 
to mention, all the boys look really 
good in them." Avery Fay • 12

THOSE?WHAT ARE
Fashion fans dish on to-die-for shoes

"I like Nike Blazers because 
nobody else had them. They are 
comfortable, and they look cool. 
It is a part of my unique style and 
overall outfit." Derek Tolson • 11

FIFTY SHADES
"I like my sunglasses 
because pink is my 
favorite color, and I like the 
reflective lenses."
Grayson Gabrisch • 12

"I love my sunglasses 
because they are really 
good at blocking out the 
sun while they are also 
fun and stylish."
Emma Rowe • 11

"I chose these sunglasses 
because they are super 
different, like my style. I 
love them because they 
are unique." 
Sophia Sensano • 12

"I got my sunglasses 
freshman year and just 
never moved on."
Clayton McGee • 12

"The reason I love these 
sunglasses so much is 
because of the brown and 
gold tints." Victor Salazar • 11

"They are cool looking and 
are comfortable to wear. I 
like the color because they 
go with everything I wear."
Jack Michie • 12

Trendy sunglasses fit all face shapes, sizes

TWO CHAINZ 
Students show off fashionable key chains 

ZARA 
Linen Bomber Jacket 
$79.90
zara.com

ZARA 
White Velvet 
High-top Sneakers 
$90.00
zara.com

ZARA
Black Skinny Jeans
$79.00
zara.com 2

1

3

4 5 6
7

8

9
10

1. TORY BURCH: 
Robinson Zip Coin 
Case $115
2. LOUIS VUITTON: 
Key Pouch $200
3. LEGO: Darth 
Vader Key Fob 
$28.50
4. ETSY: Pom Pom 
Keychain $24.70
5. GIRLY TWIRLY: 
Acrylic Initial 
Keychain $12.00

6. ETSY: Tassel 
Keychain $19.00 
7. FANATICS: 
Houston Astro's 
Keychain $9.00
8. Named keychain 
from Puerto Rico
9. O-VENTURE: Big 
O Keychain $55.00
10. SMATHERS & 
BRANSON: Texas 
Flag Needlepoint 
Key Fob $28.50

032 FALL

IT’S ALL TECHNIQUE
Art Appreciation Club takes a 
break from observing the work of 
professionals to make art of their 
own. The club practiced painting 
techniques with both acrylics and 
watercolor.

photos by E. Guerra

No Limits “One thing that really bothers an artist is being 
restricted, and being constricted to rules. This 
is just one of those things that you can really 
be yourself and allow yourself to succeed in 
something that you’re good in.” 

“The freedom is really one of the best 
things. It really helps me get a grasp 
of how much stuff is really out there 
for me to explore.” 

In the IB art classes, students are able to experiment and 
create their own curriculum with the help of the visual 
arts journal and an unrestricted program.
by Nikki Tran

DRAWN OUT
Visual arts journals 
are the IB art student’s 
form of research, 
experimentation and 
learning through their 
own method that helps 
them grow as a person 
and as an artist. Mason Polani (12)

SPLASH OF COLOR
Brandishing brushes, Art Appreciation Club members improve 
their skills with watercolors and acrylics.

GEORGE MAKARY (11) EVAN MORRIS (12)

IB art students show off their 
journals by Sam Rabino

START ON ART
Multitasking, junior Brandon S. 
Kim paints while checking his 
phone. The majority of members 
painted with watercolors.
WATERWORKS
Brandishing brushes, junior Kacey 
Phillips paints scenery. Phillips 
painted a watercolor sunset with 
various shades of purple.

ARTFULLY DONE
Senior Hunter Durand colors 
figures with watercolors. Durand 
selected a palette of warm tones.

Art Appreciation Club members Avery Bonham and Allison 
O’Neill share tidbits about the club and about art

Who is your favorite artist? 
“That’s a hard question. I really 
like Manet and I focus on 
feminist artists, they’re just 
interesting to me, especially 
feminist activists, I got into the 
Guerrilla Girls and 
they are really cool.”

What artist or art style would you like to 
learn more about?
“I think pointillism is really 
cool, I like the way it looks. I 
don’t have patience but I’m 
hoping to learn that.”

How does the club help you appreciate art?
“Sometimes I’m really set on 
certain artists and it can be 
difficult to get out of that — 
especially when you have a 
certain style you really enjoy- 
but if you’re exposed to more 
artists, it can change your own 
work.”

What made you want to join art appreciation club? 
“I’m just really into art in general. 
I’m really passionate about it 
and it’s what I want to do when I 
get older, I want to be a museum 
director and I’m in AP Art History 
so I really want to get involved in 
the art world.”

What makes the club unique?
“I think it’s more personal. It’s 
not just about community 
service like NAHS, it’s not as 
formal and structured so it 
gives you more freedom to go 
about and see what art is and 
experience it and feel it and talk 
about it with other people.”

How does the club help you 
appreciate art?
“It’s only the first meeting, but 
hearing other peoples’ views and 
how they’re involved in art gives 
you a better sense of how it impacts 
every person individually and how 
it impacts the world, and how it has 
meaning beyond just being a pretty 
picture.”

I HEART ART

director and I’m in AP Art History 
so I really want to get involved in 

you a better sense of how it impacts 
every person individually and how 
it impacts the world, and how it has 

“It’s definitely helped me be more observant of what I do and my 
technical stuff because I like to dive into things without really practicing 
them out. It leads me to something else that I’m interested in, which I’m 
really grateful for that aspect because it helps me mature more 
as an artist.” 

Marco Gonzalez (12)Alexandria Norris (11) Shelby Joy (12)

photos by B. Guzman

Avery Bonham (11)

Allison O’Neill (12)

by Elise Patterson

EVAN MORRIS (12) ISLEN GARCIA CARDOSO (12)

UNLOCKING A
BETTER FUTURE

Key Club members meet before school to discuss upcoming events and sign ups, Nov. 6. “I 
joined because you get a lot of community service and I think that it is really fun to help out," 

Sammy Spindler ’18 said. "We mainly help out the community by picking up trash 
and volunteering at different events.” 

 jags participate in key 
club to help make the 

community a better place 

RUNNING FOR A GOOD CAUSE
A group of NLA students continue their sumer camp expierence by supporting the Denver Res-
cue Mission, Nov. 12. The 5k race entry fee was one pair of shoes. There were Einstein Bagels 
and coffee to give for free, which helped fight off the cold weather and snowy atmosphere. 

MILES OF SMILES

VIEWPOINTSYOU
R

Paris Terrorist Attack
1."Im in French myself, so 
it's really dear to my heart," 
Megan Hassler '19 said, Dec 3. 
"I was there this summer, so 
it's really hard to hear that's 
going on." 
2."Violence is bad and people 
do things to each other that 
are not reasonable sometimes," 
Brandon Driber '17 said.
3. "I think it's horrible that 
people can go and just kill 
other people because you 
are creating more chaos," 
Samantha Hanson '18 said. 
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making meaning in chemistry classes 

SCORCHING SCIENCE
 1. In Mr. Blumberg’s Chemistry class Sept. 10, Evangelia 
Demos ’17 looks through a cobalt glass to see what color 
the fire has turned. “The lab was cool because all the 
different colors the flame turned,” Demos said. 
2. Sept. 11 Matthew Pearson '17 works on his displacement 
calculations in Mr. Ferguson honors chemistry class.
3. Weston Zblyski '17 and Ngwena Mancho '18 hold a 
bananna over flames and observe the color, Sept. 10.
4. Saket Merredy '18 tests his displacement calculations 
to see if he could make the object with sand float to the 
surface, Sept. 11. "The best part of Chemistry is my 
teacher, Ferg. I enjoy trying to solve his lectures like a 
puzzle," Merredy said. 
5. Sept. 10, Evangelia Demos '17 and Rach '17 test an 
emement in fire to see what color it will turn, the colors 
ranged from purple to red. 
6. Cayden Bro '17 and William McKinnon '17 perform a 
density experiment for AP Chemistry, Sept. 11. 
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U WHAT 
MUSIC 

DO YOU 
LISTEN 

TO?

“My favorite song is 
Old Money by Lana 
Del Rey. When I just 
want to chill out and 

listen to music I listen 
to Lana Del Rey," 

Trent Writer '19 said. 

“One of my favorite 
music artists is Fetty 

Wap. His music is good 
to just hang out to. 679 
is my favorite song by 
him, it’s really catchy,” 
Olivia Borini '19 said. 

"I listen to Fetty Wap 
a lot and my favorite 
song of his is 679. If 

he came to Colorado, I 
would immediately buy 
a ticket and go see him 

live,” Brody Loughlin 
'19 said. 

“I listen to Drake a lot. 
But I wouldn’t be able 

to name a favorite song, 
I guess I just like them 
all. I think it would be 
really cool to see him 

in concert,” Taylor 
Chadwick '19 said. 

SEPTEMBER'S SCHOOL SHENANIGANS
1. “I started choir in fourth grade and have been doing it ever since. I think choir is great and I’ve met so 
many people through it, they are all so welcoming," Talie Stowell ‘16 said.
2. "As much as I hate to say it, homework helps me learn," Brittney Hutchison '19 said. 
3. "I didn’t expect anyone to ask me, and when two guys asked me at the same time, I was shocked and 
didn’t know who to say yes to,” Natalie Loebach ‘19 said.
4. "We painted our faces, wore colored beads, and wore a school jersey. It was a blast to hang out with 
friends, watch the football game against Castle View High School and get in the school spirit,” Karley Guest 
'18 said. K H
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students immerse themselves in school and show spirit
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discovering fun 
with friends at 
Homecoming 

SUPER MARIO  
MEMORIES

1. SAVE THE BEST FOR THE LAST Colton 
Teets '16 and Lauren Castanon '16 smile 
for their Homeoming pictures together 
before heading off to dinner and dancing 
Sept. 19. "This is our third Homecoming 
together," Castanon '16 said, "we saved the 
best for last." 
2. CROWNING ROYALTY Chloe Snyder 
'19 and Jack Thompson '19 receive their 
Homecoming royalty sashes and crowns Sept. 
18 at the Homecoming football game at Shea 
Stadium. "It was awesome to be Homecoming 
royalty my freshman year with Chloe. I'm 
looking forward to the dance," Thompson 
'19 said.
3. HOMECOMING HIGH FLYER Stunting 
with her cheer group, Halie Balman '16 soars 
through the air during the Homecoming 
assembly on Sept. 18. "This is my last year 
of cheer and my last year of Homecoming, so 
it's all bittersweet," Balman '16 said.
4. A QUICK SPRITZ OF SCENT Sept. 19, An-
nie Thulin '18 applies perfume while getting 
ready with her friends at Kelsey Strawn's '18 
house.  "Getting ready together with friends 
is so much more fun than getting ready on 
your own," Thulin '18 said.
5. TOGETHER FROM BEGINNING TO END 
Posing in front of their party bus, a group of 
juniors gets ready to kick off Super Mario 
Homecoming night. "I went to Homeconing 
with a group of friends and we all went to 
dinner together and then we went to the 
dance," Erin Bransom '17 said. "We weren't 
planning on staying the whole time but we 
ended up staying until the end because it was 
so fun dancing and singing to all of the songs 
with my friends." 

DJ VIDA
'16

Going to dinner with a 
group is always my favorite 

part, it was a great last 
Homecoming.

U
WHAT DID 
YOU DO 

INSTEAD OF 
THE DANCE? 

"My friends 
and I went to a 
party and had 

a fun night just 
hanging out," 
Diego Daboub 

'16 said.

“I had two games and one 
practice over Homecoming 

weekend, so I wasn’t able to go 
to the dance," Jacob Buras ‘18 

said. "My team lost the first game 
1-8, but we won the second game 

5-2 against Arapahoe Sunday. 
We went out for dinner after the 

games to celebrate.” 

"I wasn't able to go to the dance 
because I had an oppurtunity to 
intern for nursing at Mizzou that 
weekend," Maggie Zeh '19 said. 
"I was sad I missed out on the 

dance but my first Homecoming 
week was amazing," 

"My friends and 
I went to Skate 
City and Dairy 

Queen for 
Homecoming," 

Brooklyn 
Murphy '17 

said.

SPIRIT FOR DAYS
1. After the varsity soccer game 
Sept. 15, Ian Griffin '17 asks Chloe 
Maciolek '17 to be his dance date. 
2. Seniors Lauren Shepherd, 
Lauren Fultz and Lyssa Haynie 
toss candy during the Homecom-
ing parade Sept. 17.
3. Sept. 17, the Fire Science 
students light the annual bonfire. 
"This is my first year in Fire 
Science and it was so cool to be a 
part of it," Tyler Amfahr '16 said.
4. Emily Novotny '16 and Hunter 
Hammond '16 compete in the 
egg balancing challenge between 
the sports captains during the 
Homecoming assembly, Sept. 18.
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THE MORE THE MERRIER 
A group of senior girls gather to take 

Homecoming pictures, Sept. 19. "Having 
a big group is so much more fun because 

you get to be with all of your friends for 
your last Homecoming together," Grace 

Myers '16 said.

2016 Design of theYear FinaliStS
Yearbook Page/ Spread Yearbook Page/ Spread Infographic

“I WAS NOT NERVOUS 
TO START THE SCHOOL 
YEAR BECAUSE I KNEW I 
WOULD MAKE FRIENDS.” 
ELEANOR MILLARD (6) 

Here at Rocky Heights, fall means fresh beginnings, back to 
school and getting into the swing of things. As many nervous 
students gather in front of the school on the �rst day, Eleanor 
Millard (6) is extremely excited to start the school year.
Students enjoy many opportunities to interact in the fall by joining 
after school clubs or sports. From Cross Country, to Football, to 
Robotics, fall is an exciting time �lled with anticipation. FALLFALLFALL
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INDY MOMENT
Dressed as Indiana Jones, junior 
Brock Youngblood mouths the 
voice over during the Indiana 
Jones-inspired hip hop dance. 
“Just being involved in the dance 
was really cool instead of being 
on the sideline,” Youngblood said. 
“It’s pretty fun getting to dress 
up.” photo by Kelsey Tyner 

Caroline Noble Harlee Schneider & Jordyn Lafevers Angelina Barba Jocelyn Gomez Raemon Lott

ALL IN THIS TOGETHER
In her jersey, senior Crisalyn 
Gonzales dances to “Together.” 
The jazz dance included the 
Rhythm Dance Company and 
Royals. “It was really cool getting 
to dance with the JV,” Gonzales 
said. “I loved how we all danced 
together.” photo by Kelsey Tyner

TOGETHER AS ONE 
Senior Caleigh Kelley strikes 

the final pose in the dance 
“Together.” “ ‘Together’ represents 
a unity of freshman, sophomores, 

juniors and seniors, saying that 
all grade levels are as one,” Kelly 

said. “We’ve been practicing since 
before school started and we’ve 

all been working hard.”
photo by Kelsey Tyner

FLAMES BURN AUBURN
Dancing barefoot, the Royal 
officers perform a contemporary 
routine.“ ‘I See Fire’ has this 
passionate and raw emotion that 
is felt by everyone who watches 
it,” junior Emma Steiner said 
(fourth from left). “We aren’t just 
dancing, we’re telling a story, and 
audiences really resonate with 
that.” photo by Kelsey Tyner

Royals perform at 
annual iDance show

reaching
Royals pick 
their favorite 
performances 
from annual 
iDance show

LIMELIGHT
TOGETHER
“It incorporates Royals 
and Rhythm [Dance]. I 
really enjoyed par-
ticipating in a piece 
that involves both of 
Rouse’s dance teams.”
-Lauren Chapman, 11

INDIANA JONES
“We got to dance with 
the guards.”
-Madison Hanson, 11 

“It’s more then just a 
dance. It incorporated 
the guards and made 
the crowd laugh, 
which was great.”
-Madeline McGowan, 

I SEE FIRE
“It makes me cry.”
-Holly Helmke, 10

FINALE
“It’s all of the teams 
coming together to 
do what we love most. 
Music makes us come 
together.” 
-Marissa Vargas, 12

“It was such an honor 
to be able to dance 
among some of the 
greatest dance teams 
in Texas.”
-Brittany Lawrence, 11

“It shows the unity 
between all five of 
the high school dance 
teams and despite 
our differences and 
competition we still 
appreciate each 
other.”
-Amy Rowles, 11

Jocelyn Gomez Raemon Lott Courtney Woods Hannah Carrillo Royals & Garrett Smith

�nd out who the guy is 
from other school

for the

12

PURPLE HIBISCUS 
by CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE 
“For this book, we did a mask project,” 
sophomore Pre AP English II student 
Molly Leach said. “The masks were 

presented them to the class and explained 
what they meant.”

THE POISONWOOD BIBLE
by BARBARA KINGSOLVER 
“My favorite part of the book was 

IV student Aisling O’Reilly said. “It was 

by female characters. It really helped me 
relate to them more and put myself in 

THE INFERNO
by DANTE ALIGHIERI
“Basically Dante is exploring Hell,” 
sophomore English II student Andrew 
Master said. “He’s traveling through all the 
nine levels of sinners. Dante is guided by 
Virgil, a poet.” 

THINGS FALL APART 
by CHINUA ACHEBE 
“Things Fall Apart is about an Ibo village 
in Africa and one of the village members, 
Okonkwo,” sophomore Pre AP English II 
student Isabelle Gillespie said. “He’s exiled 
from his village, and the book follows his 
life before being exiled and when he’s 
allowed back into the village.” 

GRAPES OF WRATH
by JOHN STEINBECK
“I liked Grapes of Wrath because it 
alternated between describing a 

English III student Wil Brookhart said.

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
by HARPER LEE 
“It’s a story about growing up in the 

racism and the stereotypes that stay 
with us,” freshman English I student Ben 
Bryant said.

Page by Samantha Harwood
“I LIKE TEACHING 1984 BECAUSE IT’S A GOOD ILLUSTRATION FOR THE WAY POWER WORKS ON ALL OF SOCIETY.” -ENGLISH TEACHER ERIC CRAWFORD 

THE CRUCIBLE 
by ARTHUR MILLER
“What I like most about the book was the 

Mitchell 
Stanford said. “I’ve visited Salem, Mass., 

THE ALCHEMIST 
by PAULO COELHO
“The book was about a shepherd who 
follows his personal legend and discovers 
the soul of the world,” freshman Pre-AP 
English I student Rachel Williams said. 
“My favorite part was when he met his 

THE GREAT GATSBY
by F. SCOTT FITZGERALD 

in Gatsby,” junior AP English III student 
 said. “As [Mr.] Wydeven 

OF MICE AND MEN
by JOHN STEINBECK 
“I liked Of Mice and Men because of how 
Steinbeck portrayed the friendship of the 
characters as a blessing but also a burden.” 
English II student Terin Dailey said.

book by

THE STRANGER 
by ALBERT CAMUS 

in the main character’s life when he has 
to go through a lot of changes,” freshman 
Pre-AP English I student Ramona Sever 

and absurdity.”

037ASSIGNED READING // ACADEMICS

Book

Madeline Ashbeck
The Nighthawk
Rocky Heights Middle School
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Keesley Strohschein
Replay
Rouse High School
Leander, Texas

Samantha Harwood
The Knight
McCallum High School
Austin, Texas




